SECTION I: Public Access to Advisory Committee Data
What is the FACA Database?
The FACA database is a specialized, Federal Government, interagency, information-sharing database available publicly on the web.  The Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) originally required that specific data items about advisory committees be collected by the President annually and transmitted to Congress for review.  This data collection and summarization was done after the end of the calendar year in the seventies.  When the government changed to a Fiscal Year starting in October rather than in July, the data collection was done in the fall, after the end of the FY.  This data collection, collation, summarization, and publication continued, with minor changes in data items, content, and presentation, for 26 years from 1972 through 1998.  The process would begin each year with the more than 1000 committees throughout the government submitting paper reports on approved forms and in a common format to their agencies.  Some of the reports were hundreds of pages long due to the number of members and the numbers of meetings.  The agencies duplicated the reports (8 copies per committee), summarized the numeric data (member counts, meeting counts, costs breakdowns, etc.) by their agencies, and sent the sets of duplicates and summaries to the Committee Management Secretariat.   The Secretariat, with a small staff of usually less than 6 employees, spent most of a year combining the committee reports, arranged by agency, into multiple loose-leaf bound sets for shipment to the Library of Congress and for internal reference.  The Secretariat summarized and analyzed the numeric data by agency, submitting that analysis as a printed report annually to Congress over the President’s signature.

In 1997 this web-based database began to be used by all the government agencies that have advisory committees to collect and report that same data.  In 1998, this online system was demonstrated to Congress (at a Government Oversight Committee Hearing).  In 1999, Congress implemented the “Report Reduction Act” which had determined that “the printed and transmitted hard-copy annual report” was no longer required.  However, the data has continued to be collected to facilitate compliance with the Annual Comprehensive Review (ACR) requirement of FACA. With this online, publicly accessible, continuously updated, data-collection and management system, the Congress, the President, federal agencies, the Committee Management Secretariat, and the public have complete access to the Federal Advisory Committee data in the system via the Internet in a read-only mode, in real time.  However, the reality of the reporting cycle intrudes in that the data for any current year can only be considered complete and accurate after it is verified and certified by the agencies at the conclusion of the fiscal year.

The Federal Advisory Committee Act continues to require that the agencies, through their Committee Management Officers (CMOs), provide information about the agency’s advisory committees for the annual comprehensive review.  This web-based database accommodates and builds upon that requirement by both allowing the continual updating of committee information throughout the reporting year and providing some ongoing committee-management functionality.  Each advisory committee’s Designated Federal Official (DFO) primarily uses the system to update the information on their advisory committee during the current fiscal year.  Doing so allows them to both 1) manage the committee information flow within the agency as frequently as required, as well as to 2) report the data required by law.   The DFO is given their access rights to this online system, their logon (username) and their initial password, by their agency CMO.  The CMO is given their access rights by the Committee Management Secretariat.  The DFOs and CMOs, like any other public users, can view all of the information on all of the committees of all the agencies of the federal government available for the current fiscal year in a read-only mode. At the same time, only the DFO, or their designee, the agency CMO, or their designee, or a Committee Management Secretariat (CMS) staff member can edit or update their specific committee data for the current year.

When the FACA community began keeping the data continuously up-to-date, we converted the system and the process of record keeping from a focus on history and reporting, to a focus on management and immediate relevancy.  With frequent and timely updates, the system became more useful to everyone.  Everyone, in this extraction, ranged from the public user interested in a specific issue, to the agency official wanting an overview of specific committee activity, to the agency manager who wanted a broader view of committee activity across the agency, to researchers at the Library of Congress, and finally to congressional or executive branch staff with oversight responsibility.

What kind of data has been collected?

For the DFO, the program collects and displays

· Charters and related information,

· Members and their appointment information,

· Costs,

· The agency’s recommendation for continuation or termination of the committee,

· The number of the committee’s recommendations to the agency and the action taken on the recommendations,
· Report titles, publication dates, and the text of the report,

· Meeting purposes, dates, location, whether the meetings were open or closed, and the minutes or transcript,

· Activity and justification (raison d’etre) information,

· DFO appointment and contact information,

· Committee Decision Maker contact information,

· Web site addresses for the committee or accessing committee information like the minutes, reports, and recommendations, and

· Committee interest or issue areas.

This information exists for each committee and is aggregated by the agency as well as by the whole government, by year.  The database does not consistently contain meeting announcements, although proposed future meetings can be listed.  Some of the agencies and committees upload their meeting minutes and/or reports to this system.  Some of the committees also put their meeting minutes, transcripts, meeting content information, reports, and recommendations to the agency on their committee web site or the agency web site.  While the law and associated regulation requires that the minutes and reports be maintained in a central and accessible location, during and beyond the active life of the committee, they do not require that the minutes and reports be uploaded to this system.

For the CMO, the program collects, totals, accesses, and/or displays all the information available to the DFO mentioned above.  Specifically for the CMO the program also collects, totals, accesses, and displays information that includes

· A current year list of agency advisory committees and the committees’ update status,

· An agency totals report of the distribution among committees of establishment authorities and committee functions, and the total meetings, reports, costs, and members,

· A listing of committee DFOs with their contact information,

· A complete set of the current annual comprehensive reviews for all the committees in the agency,

· The ability to add and manage agency users of the agency’s committees’ editable and reportable data,

· The ability to add a new committee to the FACA committee list online,

· A current status overview to quickly put the CMO in touch with the activity level of their committees as recorded in the online system and a growing set of heads-up/potential problem comparisons about and between agency committees,
· The available discretionary ceiling pertinent to the agency for new committees,

· The ability to create and manage sub-groups of committees within the agency, and

· E-mail listings for individuals in agency groups responsible for advisory committee activity.

In addition, when viewing an individual committee, the program allows the CMO to establish, renew, re-establish, amend, or terminate a committee, and upload a copy of the charter to the system (with the Consultation link).  Public users do not see the Consultation link when viewing a Committee Menu page, since that process is essentially an internal government function.  Users see the data and functions relevant to their role’s requirements.  Most of the meetings and work of federal advisory committees are considered public information, and all the data stored in the system except for committee members e-mail addresses is available for downloading and viewing.  At the same time, the system provides management functionality to the committee managers and the Committee Management Secretariat, so some internal, narrowly focused, government-function parts of the system are not viewable by all users.

How does one use the system?

FACA stated that each agency shall establish uniform administrative guidelines and management controls for advisory committees created by that agency, and that each agency shall maintain systematic information on the nature, functions, and operations of each advisory committee within its jurisdiction.
The law’s language directs that the head of each agency that has an advisory committee shall designate an Advisory Committee Management Officer (CMO) who shall –

· Exercise control and supervision over the establishment, procedures, and accomplishments of advisory committees established by that agency;

· Assemble and maintain the reports, records, and other papers of any such committee during its existence; and

· Carry out, on behalf of that agency, the provisions of section 552 of title 5, United States Code, with respect to such reports, records, and other papers.

The law also states that

· There shall be designated an officer or employee of the Federal Government to chair or attend each meeting of each advisory committee. The officer or employee so designated is authorized, whenever he determines it to be in the public interest, to adjourn any such meeting. No advisory committee shall conduct any meeting in the absence of that officer or employee.

· Advisory committees shall not hold any meetings except at the call of, or with the advance approval of, a designated officer or employee of the Federal Government, and in the case of advisory committees (other than Presidential advisory committees), with an agenda approved by such officer or employee.

The FACA database system is designed to support the above requirements by capturing relevant information when the committee is created online by the CMO, and to carry that information forward as it is edited and updated by the DFO or her designee from year to year until the information is no longer required.  When a committee is first established and chartered by an agency, the information on the committee is generally entered by the CMO or his designee and should address most of the committee’s general information, membership information, and estimated cost information requirements under the law.  Normally, when the CMO adds a committee to the system, the DFO is already officially appointed, and involved in the committee’s mission and charter.  The process is ordinarily expected to proceed as follows:

· The President, Congress, or a federal official in an agency decides that advice on an issue is needed and an advisory committee is the appropriate vehicle for getting that advice,

· In the case of the President, he or she executes an executive order.

· In the case of the Congress, the congress passes a law that includes language assigning the responsibility for the committee to an agency.
· In the case of an agency, the agency, given it has the means and latitude; simply starts the process of developing a charter.

· The agency uses the administrative guidelines and management controls it established under the law to develop the charter, secure members, appoint a CMO for the agency, appoint the DFO for the committee being established, and delegate or assign the other responsibilities established under the law.

· The CMO confers with the Committee Management Secretariat (CMS) regarding the new committee, ensures that a DFO has been appointed, creates the new committee online using the system, files the charter with the appropriate congressional oversight committees and the Library of Congress, and provides the appointed DFO and his designees with logons to the system.

When notified that she has been given a logon, the DFO logs onto the system and

· Edits all of the information entered by the CMO for completeness and accuracy.  Most DFOs confer with the agency CMO before changing data entered by another user, but any user given edit rights by a CMO to a committee’s data can make the changes they deem necessary.  Two users can even be changing data in the same committee at the same time.  The last data saved wins.

· Adds meetings and reports as they are scheduled or occur,

· Adds or deletes members as they are appointed or replaced,

· Adds or updates costs as they occur,

· Adds, updates, changes, or clarifies the justifications, activities, and committee recommendations to the agency if the situation warrants,

· Adds or updates the web addresses if a web site is created for the committee or committee information is available at other web sites,

· Adds or updates the committee performance measures,

· Adds or updates their own contact information as it changes, and, 

· At the end of the fiscal year, the DFO, in consultation with the CMO, recommends the continuance or termination of the committee, and

· Verifies the accuracy and completeness of the committee data for the closing year.

At the beginning of each fiscal year, the system carries all of the data entered for the previous year forward for the new fiscal year, except for meetings and reports.  Terminated committees are dropped from the agency list in the fiscal year following their termination, but their history and information will continue to be accessible and displayed under the Public Access link.

The Public Access part of the system is a useful tool to the DFO and CMO as well as to the public, especially in areas related to their management concerns.  Using the Search feature, the DFO can discover what other committees exist with issues and concerns similar to their committee’s own charter.  With that committee information, the user can Drill Down to the specific committees and determine if the system has information useful to them, or they can identify the appropriate people to contact for further investigation.  In the Public Access part of the system the user drills down from the general Year to the Agency to the specific Committee to view the desired information.  At any time the user can Search the entire collection for any word or phrase.  Like the public user, the government user can

· Perform a Database Search using criteria to limit the data displayed,

· Perform a Member Search using criteria to limit the members displayed,

· Download selected data to a spreadsheet from the Download Center, 

· Check the Annual Comprehensive Reviews from previous years,
· Examine the printed annual reports submitted by the president since 1972, and

· Search out legal nuances relevant to their committee concerns via the FACA Case Digest.

Finding and Using the System
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The opening screen for the FACA Database lets users know that they have found the data repository and lists their options.  The most direct address for the system is www.facadatabase.gov.

The FACADatabase is part of a family of shared-interagency-databases located at http://www.fido.gov.  

Hyperlinks and buttons control navigation throughout the system. The hyperlinks that are visible change depending upon the purpose of the page and the requirements (or access rights) of the user. The hyperlinks are located in the top border area.  Users should move from page to page with the links in the program as much as possible and avoid use of the browser buttons (like the “arrows” to go back or forward) unless specifically instructed to do so on the web page they are viewing.

We emphasize the avoidance of the browser buttons because the FACA Database is an online application.  A database and online application operates differently on the Internet than purely informational Internet pages.  Browser buttons are designed to take the user backwards and forwards to pages of static, unchanged, and perhaps unrelated content.  The pages of a database system change in content with every selection and filter, but have a distinct, “keyed” relationship with the preceding and following pages as the user drills down or moves back up through the data.  The user is involved in an online work session viewing specific content in a specific context.  If the user navigates around using the browser menu, it is possible for the database application to lose track of who the user is and what committee the user is examining.  It doesn’t usually happen and the technology is continuously improving to prevent this conundrum, but a word to the wise.

The ten hyperlinks on the opening screen navigate to 

Home,

Up,

Logon,

Search,

Help,

Public Access,

Score 300,

the Committee Management Secretariat website on the GSA Portal,

The Annual Report of the President on Federal Advisory Committees – 1972-1998 list, and
the Case Digest Search online database.

As you probably have noticed, the cursor becomes a hand as the mouse moves over the hyperlink so the user can tell which link is being selected.

Up moves the user up (or back) to the Federal Interagency Databases Online (FIDO) page.

Logon allows users who are responsible for the committee data and who have editing rights to log on to the current year and view and update the management data. Users with DFO rights can edit and update their individual committees, users with CMO rights can edit and update all of their agency’s committees, and the Committee Management Secretariat’s staff can edit and update all the agencies’ data.
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Search allows the user to Search six different ways: Search for Committee by Name or Number requires the committee number or part of a name; Search for Committee by Interest Area requires a topic; Search in Documents check for phrases in uploaded documents; Case Digest Search searches FACA Case Law; or use the USA.Gov Search Engine.  Each search option provides a different access into the system and the committee data, so experiment with the possibilities to determine which access method fits your work style.
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Help explains the syntax, terms, and meaning of items of information that were collected in the database to enable the ACR.  Help also displays manuals that explain the system’s functionality for the different types of users.  Each user sees a slightly different system customized for their work and use.  The manuals can be viewed on the screen or printed.  The manuals were created in Microsoft Word and saved as Word or Adobe pdf documents.  The Adobe files are smaller and generally load and print faster.  The on-line manuals explain the functionality of the system.
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Public Access takes the user to the public part of the system.  The Public Access page includes Committees Search, [image: image6.png]2 GFO Inform:
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which repeats the search features described above, as well as lists the Fiscal Years of data in the system.  The page produces reports via the Database Search, the Members Search, the Download Center, and the Annual Comprehensive Reviews available online.  The ACR summaries have been posted online since 1999.  All the data in the Public Access section is read-only.  While data added to the system by the users is available for viewing in real time, any one reviewing the data for the current Fiscal Year should consider the data to be in draft status and essentially incomplete. Any committee being researched has probably been updated throughout the year as events take place, however the frequency and thoroughness of the updates is determined by the individual DFO and the demands upon his or her time.  At the end of the fiscal year, however, each DFO and the agency’s CMO are required to verify the accuracy and completeness of each committee’s data.  The caution is that information on a committee should not be deemed official and complete until that committee’s data has been verified by the agency CMO for that fiscal year.  The Help link provides a complete manual for the use of the Public Access section.
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The “Score 300” link displays an agency ranking in terms of usage and completeness of the data for the current fiscal year to date.  The score also reflects the last agency update.  It is a quick way to survey the completeness and accuracy of the data.  The viewer can tell from the color and the number of committees updated just how much data entry/updating activity has occurred.  CMOs could think of it as friendly competition while other users can tell the status of the completeness of the current data.  The user returns from the Score 300 page by using the browser menu’s BACK Button.  In all cases, like the page below, where the Up link is not visible, the browser Back Button or Back menu option can be used to return the previous page.
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The Committee Management Secretariat Website links the user to the Committee Management Secretariat’s organizational page on the GSA Portal.  The direct address or URL for the Committee Management Secretariat organizational page is either www.gsa.gov/committeemanagement or www.gsa.gov/faca.
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What Each Item Name Means:

General Information:

Department or Agency: This item is required. This agency abbreviation is the fwo to five letter agency abbreviation for the highest department or

lagency level to which the committee belongs, e.g,, HHS; EPA. It s established by the agency and cannot be edited on this page

The Fiscal Year being reported, e.g., 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, etc. cannot be edited on this page. This item is required.

The Full name of the comumittee, or subcommitiee, as lsted in the current charter, e.g., Arkansas Advisory Committee, cannot be edited on

this page. This ifem s reqired.

Committee Status: This item is required. The staius will display as Chartered or Terminated and cannot be edited on this page. This datais

displayed as a result of actions taken on the Consultation page.

New Committee: This item is required. This item is Yes if the committee was established during the fiscal year being reported, otherwise No, and

cannot be edited on this page.

| Curent Charter Date: This item is required. This is the date the most recent charter for the committee was fied, e.g., 04/17/2005. This datais
displayed as a result of actions taken on the Consultation page and cannot be edited on this page

Expected Renewal Date: This item is reuired. This s the date on which the current charter is expected to be renewed and re-fled, e.g,

04/17/2007. This date is normaly 2 years after the Charter Date described in 5 above, and is automatically entered by the program due fo actions

on the Consultation page. This date can be edited on this page if a different date is appropriate, needed, or anficipated.

Expected Termination Date: This is the date on which committee will terminate based upon information in the legislation, Executive order, or
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[14. [COMMITTEE TYPE [a AD HOC 0
. CONTINUING 59
le. PRESIDENTIAL 4
[15._[COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONja. NATIONAL POLICYASSUE 33
. NON-SCIENTIFIC 10
le. SCIENTIFIC/TECHNICAL 15
4. GRANT REVIEW 0
le. REGULATORY NEGOTIATION 0
. OTHER 1
[16a[REPORTS INUMBER OF REPORTS 45
[L7. MEETINGS [a. OPEN 42
. CLOSED 96
le. PARTIALLY CLOSED 27
4. TOTAL [165
TR ELENENTS URRENT ACTUAL] NEXTESTOWAT]
[18 [COMMITTEE COST [a. PERSONNEL PAYMENTS
1) NON-FEDERAL MEMBERS $114,700.00| $119,000.00
|(2) FEDERAL MEMBERS $14,54400] $16,984.00
|(3) FEDERAL STAFF 2,816,718.00 §3,100,262.00
|4) NON-MEMBER CONSULTANTS| _$19,00000] _$39,000.00
. TOTAL TRAVEL AND PER DIEM| $444,090.00] $615607.00
le. OTHER $300,136.00| $873,493.00
|4 TOTAL 3,709,188.00 §4,764,346.00
19 FEDERAL STAFF SUFPORT YEARS [TOTAL FTE YEARS 33 35
5. [TOTAL MEMBERS SERVING DURING FISCAL YEAR| 892
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committeemanagement, or http://www.gsa.gov/faca,
are the Committee Management Secretariat’s Home Pages on the GSA Portal.  This mini-portal on the GSA agency portal is a comprehensive listing of documents examining the advisory committee process, practices, history, case law, advice and training.

[image: image15.png]ore 300 - Microsol plorer provided b a Ad atio =181

Ele Edt Vew Favortes Toos tep | &
Qe - ) - (%] 1] | Do Sferavons €] 0 2 5L B
Aderess [[2] htps: fwwws. fdo. gov{Facadatabasescore300.25p Be
Google - | 21| Gl seerch ~ | 5 PS5 [ popups oy | 5 Check = Autolic ~ | uicri| [ed optons &
FACA Database at FIDO GOV
T A o Do P =
Score 300
Home Logon Search Help PublicAccess Score300 FY2006 Lf dfo DFO
Score 300 (Updated+ DFO Verified + CMO Verified+ CMO Rolled Over = 300 Not related to Exhubit 300
| cuins e IUREECET Y
Tpdated Last Updated
DF-Afiican Development Foundation I
ID-A gency for International Development /2172006 8.29:43 AW 5
G- Antiteust Modernization Commission I I I I I 3172006 21824 P 25
TECE- Aschitectural and Transportation Bariers T 1972006 1.45.23 P n
omlisnce Board
BBG-Broadsasting Board of Govemors I
‘CR-Commission on Civil Rights 1 6 07272006 103523 AL 3
FTC-Commacity Fututes Trading Conmission I 772006 110447 AW 5
NCS-Corporation for National snd Community Service I /3172006 9:46.26 AW 7
IDHS Department of Homeland Securty 7 4 ] 07272006 40336 PRt 3
DOC-Department of Commerce 0 s 7272006 11317 PRt 3
DOD-Department of Defense 3 3 i s e 07272006 314639 PRt [z
DOE Depatment of Energy 4 e 07272006 32905 PRt 6
IDOLDepartment of the Interior los los 7 bo 10122006 3:59:53 PM. oo o
D01 Deptment of Tustice /172006 15151 P 5
DOL Department of Labor s fio I 2772006 11:15:38 AM 5
[0S Department of tate 0 I 07272006 110204 AL 3
DOT-Department of Trensportation 3 /672006 12:53.08 P )
EAC-Election Assistance Commission
ED-Department of Edueation 2 2 2772006 574147 P 5
[EPA Environmental Protection Agency 6 6 I 4 0272006 5.06:38 A1 146
EXIM. Export Import Bank of Usited States 71172006 33629 P
FASAB-Federal Accounting Standards Advisoy | i 222006 925,02 &M
Board
FCAHFederal Council on the Arls and Humanities | I I 2572006 9:39:48 AW 120
[FCC-Federal Communications Commission /2672006 503,02 P e
[FDICFederal Deposit Insurance Corporation I I I I I 2572006 40830 P 25
[FRTIE-Fe derel Retitement Thif lnvestment Board___| I fuz0/2006 11243 A1 5
54 General Services Administration /672006 15541 P 5
HHS Department of Health and Human Services 55 0t fio 7 272006 31831 PRt 3
HUD.Department of Housing and Urban Development | I /2672006 41325 P 3

& 0[5 [ mtemnet



[image: image16.png]atio =lolx|

Bl Edt Vew Favortes ook Hep | &
Qe - © - (%] 2] | Pseasn Sferais €] 0- - B - JH B

Aderess [(€] htp: jwnw fido.govfacadatabasedsfaul. asp B ERE
Google o0 B+ | 5 socknorks 2R+ (O popupsckay | % check + otk + ® () settings~
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Federal Advisory Commitices Database
Home - FACA Database
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‘The Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) database is used by Federal agencies to
confinnously manage an average of 1,000 advisory commitiees government-wide This
database s also used by the Congress to perform oversight of related Executive Branch
programs and by the public, the media, and others, to stay abreast of important
developments resulting from advisory committee activiies

Although centrally supported by the General Services Administration's Committee
Management Secrefariar, the database represents a true "shared system" wherein cach
participating agency and individual commitiee manager has responsibilty for providing
accurate and timely information that may be used to assure that the system's wide array of
users has access to data required by FACA.
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Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) Management Overview

In 1972, the Federal Advisory Committee Act (Public Law 92-483, 5 U.5.C., Anp) was enacted by Congress. s purpose was ta ensure that
advice rendered to the executive branch by the various advisory committees, task forces, boards, and commissions formed over the ysars by
Congress and the president, be both objective and accessible to the public. The Actnot only formalized a process for establishing, operating,
overseeing, and terminating these advisory bodies, but also created the Committee Management Secretariat (MCC), an organization whose

taskitis to monitor and report executive branch compliance with the Act.

In 1978, Executive Order 12024 delegated to the administrator of GSA allresponsibiliies ofthe president for implementing the Federal
Advisory Commitiee Act (FACA). Secretariat operations are dirscted at reporting to the president and Congress on the aciviies of at least
1000 federal advisory committees. Samples of documents and forms used by the Secretariat and its clients can be found in the *Advice and
Guidance” pages.

Executive arders and congressional revisions have further refined the extension and the application of the Actin 1993,1997, and 1998, and
the extent and nature of the Secretariat's reporting of the actvities of the commitiees. The legal history is easy to follow in the "Legislation and
Regulation” pages.

The FACA Brochure

Basic summary information about FACA and Commiiee Management!

it

ng for FACA

‘The Secretariat conducts between four and seven training courses a year, both in the Washington area and throughout the US. FACA goal is
to educate those federal employees directly involved with the operation of federal advisory committees. Students are rigorously instructed in
the nuances of FACA.

Annual Comprehiensive Review

Committee Management Secretariat staff conduct an ongoing review of federal advisory committees, boards, and commissions to confirm
thatthe committees are fulfiling the purposs for which they were established. This review is accomplished through the utiization of specific
criteria, and by means of on-site visits, as well as examination of mesting minutes and annual reports.

Annual Report of the President

From 1872 through 1998, the Secretariat annually compiled 3 consistent set of statistical data on federal advisory committees, as required
by FACA. This data was made available to the public, the president, and Congress via a printed annual report and copies of the dstail
provided by each commitee and agency are available in the Library of Cangress. The data included information on the distribution of Federal
‘Advisory Commitiee Resources, comparisons of real versus nominal costs, actual and projected advisory commitiee costs, Full-Time
Equivalent (FTE) stafflevels by agency, a breakout of presidential advisory commitiees, and a past year to present year comparison of open
meetings versus closed mestings. The printed and transrmitted Annual Reportwas discontinued by Congress effective with the 1999 report
since the information is now available oniine.

FACA Consultation

Agencies consult with the secrstariat before creating an advisory committss, and the Secretariat verifies, among other things, that the
committee is prepared to file @ charter which mests all the requirements of FACA.
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The Annual Report of the President on Federal Advisory Committees - 1972-1998 is a link to an online set of the reports prepared by the Committee Management Secretariat yearly from 1972 through 1998 and sent to the Congress over the President’s signature reporting the status of Federal Advisory Committees.  While the printed report was discontinued in 1999, the FACADatabase system continues to collect an expanded dataset for the Annual Comprehensive Review.
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Federal Advisory Committee Act
Printed Annual Reports 1972 - 1998

Congress eliminated the requirement for the Printed Anmual Reportin 1999

File Name File Size

1998-Twenty-Seventh Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 7,835,834 Bytes

1997-Twenty-Sixth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 7,845,617 Bytes

1996-Twenty-Fifth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,010,466 Bytes

1995-Twenty-Fourth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 7,102,055 Bytes _

1994-Twenty-Third Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,778,446 Bytes

1993-Twenty-Second Annual Report O The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 7,632,359 Bytes

1992-Twenty-First Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,968,350 Bytes

1991-Twentieth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,645,559 Bytes

1990-Nineteenth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,380,490 Bytes

1989-Eighteenth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 5,385,300 Bytes

1988-Seventeenth Annual Report O The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 4,672,534 Bytes

1987-Sixteenth Annual Report Of The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 4,913,279 Bytes

1986-Fifteenth Annual Report OF The President On Federal Advisory Committees.pdf 4,415,311 Bytes =
& T 4
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Case Digest Search is a link to an on-line, searchable compilation of the case law concerned with FACA from 1972 through May, 2004. 
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Public Access Page
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ED 21542 - National Board for Education Sciences

atutory(Congress Created)

Commitiee Menu Generslinfo Agency Recommendations [Reports Meetings Costs Justifications Menbers Performance Measures

Retum

Prefi . Thi e iz notraquired. Thi i the members Ge or the form of formal reference, .., Or, M. Col,
Honorable, M., etc

FEneD Gerald Thi e iz not raquired. Thi i the members commanly used fit name,
Middle Name Thi e iz not raquired. This i the members commanly used middle name.

=] B Thi e i required. Thi i the members [azt name. While sl the name filds are dacired, the

Prefix. First name, Middle name and Suffix felds can be lef blankin 3 member record. Last
Name is the only required name field. Place holdars like TBD are not allowed. Each member record
mustidentiy an actual member a eal person. Under special circumstances, the word Vacant can
be used to indicate that this position nesds 1 b fllad, howaver, nhen the data is rolled over ino the
next Fiscal Year and the Annual Comprehansive Review is completed. al records with Vacant in the
LastName field will be removed. The system is meantto count actual members and not potential
members.

Listeach member on 3 separate record. The program counts
tha number of members fo £ach commities by counting the
number of records. Report il members senving on the
committee at any time during the fscal year being reported.
NOTE: The determination of nhich persons are o be counted

3 "members® ofhe commites, including mambars o sny.

Subcomittes, i subject o the stattony or administative
authortyfor the cammittee under which such members are
appointed or selected, and is the respensibilty of the agency.
s includes such undefined categeries 25 *substiute’ (o
temate?]. or"ad hoct L., temparry member)
This temis not requied. This s 3 qualfierto 2 members name, e J ol or a degree, e, PhD
e
[TTSYYTX POSPTOSO < . i.| Government Employee (SGE) This tem is requited. Individus! agencies ar responsibl, under appropiate statutoy mandates and
I Representative hen enfer Rapresented Group below,  Personnel ules, for detemining the designation of members who will e on heir Federal advisory
comittees. Forpurposes ofthe FACA Database, aduison commities members nomally come under 7|

IEERE 7




The Public Access page presents the Advisory Committee data organized by the constructs and parameters that the different audiences in the FACA user community have requested over the past ten years.  Committees Search encompasses several different methods all on its own.  We will examine the possibilities found on the Public Access page in order, one at a time, and beginning with the Committees Search option on the next page. 

Committees Search

[image: image22.png]=181

Ele Edt View Favortes Toos el

| &

O 0 51 [8) D] s yromm @ = BB

futess [ tgsfowmn kg Fcasbasefom e sgrID—1Z7536TGR0=O

EEE

Google[G: 6o B+ | 5 socknerks 2R+ [Dpopups ckay | B check 5 Atk + |- ol apSendtar O settings

Member Designation

Represented Group

Special Government Emplayee (SGE)
I Reprasentativ, then enter Represented Group below.

This it Is required. Individual agencies are responsible, under appropriate statutory mandates and
personnel s, for determining the designation of members who will erve on thei Federal advisory
committees. For purposes ofthe FACA Database, advisory committee mambers nomally come under
GNE o the following designation categories. Please ensure that aach reported adisony commitiee
member iz charactarized propely in he Databaze a: decignsted previously by the agency. The default
entry o the database will be Spacial Government Employes (SGE)

Regular Government Employee (RGE]Member: Gensrally, an individual employad within the
mesning of 5 U.5.C. 2105, or 3 Federa officr 35 defined in 5 U.5.C. 2104. For purposes of the FACA
Database only, hi <atagory alzo includes 3 Fadsral offcer halding 3 pocition in the unformed sarices,
(5225 U5.C. 21013} for a lsting of the unifomed semices.)

Special Government Employee (SGE)ember an offcer or employee o the executive or
legistative branch wha is retained, designated, appointed, or smployed o perform temparary duties
(either on 3 fulltime of intermittent basis) fo notto exceed 130 days during any period of 385
consacutive days. An SGE may cerve with orwithout compenstion. The full dafintion of SGE alzo
includes individusls in certin miscellaneous positions, ho are deemed SGEs nithout any regard to the
number of days o senice. In general, SGES provide Federal aduisory commitiees with thet o best
independent judgment based on theirindidual expertse. (For more information on the definton of an
SGE, 52213 U.5.C. 202(a) o consultwith the agency's ehics ofcial)

Representative Mamber: A individusl who i not & Fadaral amployee (or 3 Fedrsl smployes who
i stending in 3 perzansl capacity who i selected for membership on s Fedaral advizary committee for
the purpose of cbtaining the point of viem or perspective of an outside interest aroup or stakeholder
inkerest, While reprezentstive members may have experize in 3 spacifc aras, dizcpline, or subject
matte, they are not selected solely on the basis o his expertise, butrather are selected to represent the
poit ofview of 2 group or partcularinterest. (See, for example, Dffce of Government Etics (O5E)
Informsl Advizory Letter 3 x 14.) A repreantstive member may réprazent aroups of organizations, zuch
a5 industy, Iabor, consumers, or any ofher recognizable roup of persons having an nterest in matters
before the committe, inluding on occasion the public atlarge. (See, generally, OBE Memorandum 82
x22)

Ex Officio Member: An individual who serves an 3 Federal advizory committae sictly by virus of
Rolding 3 particular govemmentsl or rganizational offce e, or otherspecified positon. For
example, fthe comites’s authorty or charerstates hat a Faderal offcer by positon, orthe Goveror
of  partcular State, or the leader of 3 paricular tibe, or the head of a pariculartads assoclation or
other oiganization will sere s 2 member of the commitie, thatindiidual would be characteized 35
an Ex Offcio member for puposes of the FACA Database.

Peer Review ConsultantMember: An indhidual, pimarily non-goverment expert qualified by
taining and experience in particular scientfc or technical fields, or qualfied s an authority
Knowledgeable inthe various disciplines and ieds related o the sclentific areas under review. For
purposes ofthe FACA Database, tis category applies onlyfo an individual serving on 2 paricular
Depariment of Health and Human Services, National Insttutes of Healthpeet review Federal advisory
committae, who provide: €xpert sdvica on fhe scisntic snd technical mart of rant spglications or
contract proposals, rthe concept of contractpropasals, (See 42 CFR Partszh,)

Thi e i required i Reprezantative Mambar i salected in the field sbove. The group reprezanted
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The FACA Search page, accessed by the Committees Search button from the Public Access page or the Search link found upon almost every web page in the system, contains six distinct methods for searching the contents of the system, Name or Number, Interest Area, Advanced Interest Area, Documents Search or Case Digest Search.  The Search USA.Gov is for the USA.Gov web site.
Search for Committee by Name or Number
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1FY _Agen:yAh AgencyNa CNo. Committee Committee Presidentiz Presidentiz Establishr Committee Committee Recommel CurrentChe DateOfRer DateToTer Tot™ |
2 1993 CCR Commissic 251 Alabama £Non Scien No No Statutory(( Continuing Chartered Continue  12/3/1997 12/3/1999,
3 1993 CCR Commissic 263 Hawaii AdvNon Scien No No Statutory(( Continuing Chartered Continue  12/3/1997 12/3/1999,
4 1993 CCR Commissic 264 Idaho Advi:Non Scien No No Statutory(( Continuing Chartered Continue  12/3/1997 12/3/1999,
5 1993 CCR Commissic 279 Nebraska ;Non Scien No No Statutory(( Continuing Chartered Continue  12/3/1997 12/3/1999,
6 1993 CNCS. Carporatiol 1903 Civilian Co National P Na No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  5/3/1994
7 1993 DOD Departmer. 390 Board of A Non Scien No No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  2/28/1998 2/28/2000 2/28/2000
8 1993 DOD Departmer. 241 Board of ¥ Non Scien No No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  2/28/1998 2/28/2000
9 1993 DOI Departmer. 499 Committee Other Yes No Presidentiz Continuing Chartered Continue  4/8/1998 9/30/2001 9/30/2001
10 1993 DOI Departmer. 527 Kalaupapa Non Scien No No Authorized Continuing Chartered Continue  1/19/1993 R
11 1993 DOI Departmer. 5198 National M Grant Revi No No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  6/12/1997 9/30/2001
12 1993 DOI Departmer. 553 National P Non Scien No No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  3/14/1996
13 1993 DOI Departmer. 556 National P Non Scien No No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  3/14/1996
14 1993 DOL Departmer. 640 Federal CcNon Scien No No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  4/13/1999 4/13/2001
15 1993 DOS Departmer. 204 Advisary CMNational P No. No Statutory(C Continuing Chartered Continue  12/3/1998 12/9/2000
16 1993 DOS Departmer. 1945 Advisory P Other No No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue ~ 9/3/1998  9/3/2000
17 1993 EPA Enviranme 2029 Industrial M Scientific TNo No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  8/29/1997 9/29/2001
18 1993 HHS Departmer. 5273 Advisary CMNational P No No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  3/24/1999 3/23/2001 3/24/2001
19 1993 HHS Departmer. 1863 Biological Special ErNo No Autharized Continuing Chartered Continue. 1/3/1934
20 1993 HHS Departmer. 1913 Board of S Other No No Authorized Continuing Chartered Continue  7/15/1994.
Sl 109 HS  Dupwimar 011 bouss GoSomnifcTNs N Sustusan((Conmans Charred Cotius 5171567
2 1993 HHS Departmer. 907 Interagenc Scientific TNo. No Statutory(C Continuing Chartered Continue  3/19/1993 3/20/2002
23 1993 HHS Departmer. 1003 Psychoph: Scientific TNo No Authorized Continuing Chartered Continue  6/4/1998  6/4/2000
24 1993 HHS Departmer. 5286 Secretary' Scientific TNo No Authorized Continuing Chartered Continue  8/9/1999 7/10/2001
2 1993 NARA National A 1062 Advisory CNon Scien No No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  7/20/1998 7/20/2000
26 1993 SBA Small Bus 1575 Boston Dic National P No No Autharized Continuing Chartered Continue  10/1/1993 6/15/2001
2 1993 SBA Small Bus 1626 Helena DisMNon Scien No No Autharized Continuing Chartered Continue  10/1/1993 6/15/2001
28 1993 SBA Small Bus 47 National S Non Scien Mo No Statutory(CContinuing Chartered Continue  10/1/1936 10/1/1998 10/2/1998
29 1993 USDA Departmer. 320 Advisary C Scientific T 0 No Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  ###aisst S HHEHHHHE
30 1993 USDA Departmer. 1258 Advisory C Scientific TNo No ‘Agency ALContinuing Chartered Continue  12/2/1998 12/2/2000 12/2/2000
31 1993 USDA Departmer. 1260 Advisory CNational P No No AuthorizedAd Hoc  Chartered Continue  6/4/1997  6/4/2000
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FY 2007 Performance Measures Totals Report
88 Committees have Updated the Performance Measures this year, 834 have not |

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with these committee(s)? Select all that apply.

Yes %
Tmprovements to health or safety 19 216
Trustin government 31 352
Major policy changes 24 273
Advance in scientiic research 10 114
Effective grant making 11
Tmproved service delivery 29 330
Increased customer safisfaction 31 352
Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements 25 284
Other 6 68

What are the cost savings associated with these committee(s)?

‘ |
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 By entering the committee number if it is known, or part of the committee’s name, and then clicking the Search by Name or Number button, the user is presented with a list of committees.  Then by clicking on a specific name presented as a link, like the National Cancer Advisory Board-960-HHS, the user is presented with a Committee Menu page for the current year’s information on the selected committee.

From the Committee Menu page, the user can find out what data was posted to the committee thus far this current fiscal year.

Search for Committee by Interest Area

 [image: image26.png]3 Annual Comprehensive Review Totals Report - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by General Services Administration

What are the cost savings associated with these committee(s)?

Mone
Unable to Determine
Under $100,000
100,000 - §500,000
$500,001 - §1,000,000
$1,000,001 - $5,000,000
$5,000,001 - $10,000,000
Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by these committee(s) for the life of the committee(s)?

1,426 Total

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or will be Fully implemented by the agency?

49%

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or will be Partially implemented by the agency?




By selecting one of the interest areas from the Interest Area list, the user displays a list of committees that have been identified by their DFOs as including that Interest Area.

[image: image27.png]3 Annual Comprehensive Review Totals Report - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by General Services Administration

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or will be Partially implemented by the agency?

19%

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes: 44 No: 27 Not Applicable: 8

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committees advice or recommendation? Select all that apply.

Yes
Reorganized priorities 28
Reallocated resources 2
Tssued new regulations 16
Proposed legislation

Approved grants or ofher payments

Other

Are the Conmittee(s) engaged in the review of applications for grants?




Selecting Air Traffic from the list and clicking the Search by Interest Area button presents a committee list that includes some advisory committees you would expect, and perhaps some that you would not.  The user can click on any of the named links to see the Committee Menu page for that committee for the current year.
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18.| COMMITTEE COST a. PERSONNEL PAYMENTS
(1) NON-FEDERAL MEMBERS $50,841,701.00
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Spend a few minutes thinking about the term “air traffic”, and you might start to see how some of the committees above got on the list.  You might also see why you might want to use the Search by Interest Area’s “Advanced Interest Area Search” feature to add some additional criteria and further limit the eventual result set you get from the choices you make.
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When the user clicks on the link for Advanced Interest Area Search, the user can select multiple criteria from the page by clicking a check mark in the various boxes.  When the Search button is clicked, the resulting committee list will only include committees where all the selections are included.
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In the example to the right, clicking Animal Sciences and Husbandry in addition to Air Traffic results in a much more limited list of committees, which you see above.  This is much more likely to include the advisory committee that the user hopes to find.  The danger, of course, is that the DFO might not have included all the criteria when he or she selected the interest areas for his or her committee, and you miss getting the committee by being too specific and targeted.

Search in Documents
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON CEMETERIES AND MEMORIALS

Committee Designation:
“The Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials s a statutory commitiee
authorized by Congress in Public Law 93-43 (June 18, 1973). Authorization is
codified under il 38, United States Code, Section 2401

Objective and Scope of Activi
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall advise and consuk with the Commitiee
fiom tme 10 tme with fespect to the administration of national cemeteries,
Soldiers’ lots and plols which are the responsibilly of the Secretary, and with
respect to the selection of new nalional cemetery sites, the erection of
‘appropriate memorials and the adequacy of Federal burial benefits.

Period of Time Necessary for the Committee to Carry Out Its Purposes:
Because the Committee is charged with providing advice and consultation on
matters integral 1o the operation of the National Cemetery Administration on a
continuing basis, the Committee will function for as long as the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs is responsible for administering National Cemetery
Administration cemeteries and burial programs.

Officials to Whom the Committee Reports:
The Advisory Commiltee on Cemeteries and Memorials wil provide periodic.
reports and recommendations 1o the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and to
Congress.

Department Responsible for Providing Necessary Support to the
Committes
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Search in Documents allows the user to type in a word or phrase into the text box, and the program will search a word index of the text in the documents that have been uploaded to the FACADatabase system.
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The documents that have been uploaded are all identified with a committee number or a committee name, so the search result can be utilized with the Search for Committee by Name or Number feature above to link to the committee.  This is a two step process and the user cannot link directly from the document to the committee.  Other than the charters, committee managers are not required to upload documents to the system.
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The Search Document Help link provides some useful advice about how to effectively conduct text searches.

Case Digest Search links to the searchable legal case file database mentioned above on page 9.  The user can search all of the fields for specific text or phrases, or can search for cases groups by Subject Matter category.
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Search USA.Gov links to the USA.GOV web site.
The Drill Down Feature
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The Explore Data button is for the user interested in information on a specific committee or with questions about specific advisory committee operations. To use the Explore Data feature, users make choices as they drill down into the data.  The Up hyperlink takes the user back up a level.

Agency List
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When the user selects a year and clicks the Explore Data button, the program presents an Agency List page listing all the agencies that had advisory committees that year.  In addition to the navigation links discussed back on page 5, the Agency List page has five report links, Performance Measures, GOV Totals and Stats, a CMO report and an Administrative Inactive report.  These reports will be discussed below.  The page also features a Committee Quick Find data entry box for jumping directly to a committee when the number or name of the committee of interest is known.  A partial name will list all the committees that have the part of the name in common.
If the column heading for the page contents is underlined, like Agency Info above, clicking on the column heading sorts the column.  If field contents, like the agency names in the picture, are underlined, they are drill-down hot links that jump directly to that agency’s Committee List on another page.
Performance Measures (ACR) Totals
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[image: image40.wmf] 

Clicking the Performance Measures Totals link displays the Performance Measures report.
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Government Totals Report
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The GOV Totals report link presents the totals for what were originally the data items of interest and concern to Congress for the first 26 years of the FACA Annual Reports.  Congress and the President generally wanted to know for measurement purposes,
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The number of new committees,

· The number of terminated committees,

· The distribution of the committees established by Congress or the President or Agencies,

· The general focus of the committees,

· The number of reports submitted,

· The number of meetings held and whether the meetings were open or closed,

· The total cost to the government, and

· The number of people involved.

To return to the Agency List page from the GOV Totals page, the user clicks the Up hyperlink.

Committee Management Officer Report
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The CMO Report link deploys the CMO Report page that displays the Committee Management Officer list for that year.

The Up hyperlink returns the user to the Agency List Page.

Administratively Inactive Report
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A significant number of advisory committees were established by legislation.  Some of these committees did not have sunset clauses in the legislation.  When such a committee has finished its work, the committee has to be kept on the books until Congress passes legislation to abolish the committee.  The Administratively Inactive Report is a list of committees that the agencies and the Secretariat have agreed are currently Administratively Inactive.  Some are waiting for legislation to be abolished and some are waiting for legislation to provide funding.  A committee in this category can come back to active use and go back into a state of hiatus several times before it is formally terminated.
Sorting the Columns on the Agency List Page
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Sublect Matter Title Text Twce  EACASections  —
Carpenter v The court addressad hether the Secratary of Intarior was obligated to racharter the aduisory boards created by the Taylor Grazing Act (‘TGA"),43 | Case | 2/14(a)(1)i14
Worton, 424 U.5.C.'5 315, ot s2q., and taerminatad by Saction 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (‘FACA™),S L.S.C. 3pp. IL, 3 5. 1 - 15, st 23, In Lan (©)(1)
F.Supp. 603 1935, Cangrecs amanded the TGA o actablich boards of grazing distrct aduisars in the szveral distrcts. “Pursuant to the TGA, the Dept of the
(DNew. 1576). | Interior promulaated 3 regulation relating to the appointmant, term of office and ramoual of members of grazing distrit boards.” 43 CFR Saction

4114.1-3. Plaintiffs ware members of grazing boards until 1anuary 1335, The board mambars 3ssertad that the boards sstablishad under the
TGA ware exampt from any affact of the FACA bacauss to alla tarminstion of the basrds under the FACA would nacessarly mvales an implied
repesl of tha TaA, The court agread that implisd repesls vere not favared but disagresd uith the basic azsartion of the bosrd members, The
court noted that the purpose of FACA, “ss It relatas & this controversy, is to provida  means by which advisory committees which had been
established by Congrass, the Prasident and various agencies could ba raviewsd 5o that these no longer furtharing the purposs for which they
were sstablished could b tarminated.” Carpantar, 424 F. Supp. 3t 604; 5 U.S.C. 3pp. 2 I1, § 2. “Section 14(3)(1) of the FACA providas that sach
duizary committas existing t the time of the affactive date of the Act shal tarminate within fva yaars unless, smang other things, the sduizary
i5 one sstablished by an act of Congrass and for which Congrass has provided 3 longer duration period: Saction 14(b)(1) contemplates that an
duisary committee which had basn terminated may be renewed.” Carpanter, 424 F. Supp. 3t 04, 605; 5 U.5.C. 3pp. I, 5 14. The court
concludad that when Congress enscted the FACA, it was concernad with the proliferation of aduisory committaes that had outlivad their usefulness
3nd that, to remady this, Congrass choss to tarminate all aduisory committass. Furthar, the court also condudad, houaver, that Congrass
contampiated that the FACA would affact provisions of axisting substantive [aus and that, if ater decided the aduisory boards were nacassary,
Cangrase cauld anact the necessary lagisiation t racharter them, Thus, the court found that the Secretary had no abligation or suthariy to
rechartar the sdvisory boards originaly sstablished under the TaA.

Contarforthe | On January 28, 1985, Prasidant Resgan establishad an advisary commiszion, the Prasident’s Cammission on American Outdacrs case | 10(a)23i10
Defense of Free | (*Cammission®), to study outdoor recreation resources. After preparing its report, the Commission disbanded on January 31, 1987, Plaintff the | Law ©
Entarpriss v Cantar for th Dafanse of Fres Enterprise (*Center”), sought injunctiva ralief to prevant defendant from printing and disseminating the.

Precident's Commission’s raport, This raquest was based on allagad wiolations of the Fadaral Advisory Committes Act (‘FACA®), S US.C. app. 1L, § 5 1 = 15,

Carmm'n an st zeq. Spacifically, the Plaintiffs ss2arted that the Commizzion held clozed meetings in yiolstian of FACA by faling to publich notics of 2ach

Americans Festing in the Fadersl Regicter (3 U.5.C. spp. 11, § 10()(2)), failing to appoint & federal afficar or smployee o chair ar sttand ssch committes

utdoars, e, fecting (5 U.5.C. 3pp. 11,5 10(c)), and failing to keep minutes of mestings (3 U.5.C. app. 11, § 10(2))." Cantar, Na, C&7-32C st 2, Furthar,

C87 32C (W.D. | PIaintiff sscartad that the FACA uiolations datad back ta Dacembar 12, 1985, The caurt aranted the jaint motion by the Nationsl Parks and

Wach, Mar 31, Cancervation Aszotistion ("NPCA”), the National Resources Dafense Councl ("NRDC"), Paul C. Pritchard, and Nathanisl P. Resd, ta ntervans 3 3

1987) (order group. NPCA and NRDC are non-profit oraanizations with large mambarships. Paul Pritchard, prasidant of the NPCA, and Hathanial Reed, 3 NRDC

granting motion | frustas, vare senior aduisors o tha Comrmission, The intervenors asserted that the PIaintiff could not demonstrate that it sufferad actual

£ intervens, and | prejudice from any failurs to comply with FACA's tachnical requiremants. Accordingly, the court noted that “the Ninth Circuit has sdopted &
defendants”and | harmless error doctrine which states that s faderal agency’s procedural erors are not per s prejudicial.” Dl Norta County v. U.S., 732 F.2d 1462,

interuanars’ 1466 (3th Cir. 1984). PIaintiff's membars assertad that i had “inadaquate access £ the Commission dacision-making process and could not
mation ta make their opinions heard.” Cantar, o, C87-32C at 8. In rasponse to this allegation, the court stated that “If the plaintiff’s members had
mizs), opportunitias to inform the Commission of thair position on the subjects that the Commissions was raquired to study, then any uiolations of FACA

Canstitutes harmless arror.” Cantar, No. C87-32C 3t 8. The court alza concuded that the PIaintffs requestad remedy, injuncive ralief, i©
inappropriate bacauss the Commission only made recommandations. Moraover, the Commission did not promulgate specific ragulations.
Accordingly, in National Nutritional Faods v, Califans, 503 F.2d 327 (24 Cir. 1979), the court found that evan though an sdvisory commission
establishad by the Fasd and Drug Adminisiration uislated FACA, “tha requiations that had been promulgated pursuant to the racommendations
of the commissian should not ba inualidsted bacauss rulemaking procedures pravided ampls oppartunity to remedy any infirmitis hich resulted
from the FACA uiolations. This case prasents auen wesker facts  support inualidation of the Commission’s Report. . . . Tharsfore, the Plaintift
has avan more opportunity than did the plaintiffs in Califana to remady any bias it might parcaiva in the Commission's report and tha complaint
Should be dismissad on the grounds that any alleged viclations constitutad harmiass amor.” Ganter, No. C87-32C at 3, 10.

Fadaral Aduisory | The Attomey General requested the Office of Lagal Counsal ("OLC”) to reply to the Vaterans Affairs’ Administrator’s latter to him, concarning the | Office of | 14()(1)

Committas Act - duration under the Fadaral Advisory Committes Act (‘FACA™), 5 U.5.C. 3pp. 11, § 5 1- 15 at seq., of four statutorlly crasted Vatarans Legal | (B)34(a)(2)
Durstian of Adrministration (“A") aduizary committess, The OLC noted, “None of the actz astablishing thace sduisory commitiess specfies whether the Counsel | ()
Vetarans Camrmittes it crastes <hall Sxict for & cartain tarm or indsfinitely. Sectian 14(2)(1)(B) of FACA states the falloving: "Each aduisory committes | Opimians
Administration | which iz n existanca on the effactive date of this Act chall ferminate not Ister than the expirstion of the fuo-yasr periad following such sffecive

duizary date unless - (8) in the case of an aduisory commitias establishad by an Act of Congrass, its duration is otharuise provided for by law.” Saction

Committeas, 3 | 14(a)(2)(8) of FACA states the following: “Each aduisry committes astablishad after such effsctive date shal terminate not later than the

Op. O.L.C. 170 expirstion af the tvo—y2ar pariod beginning an the date of s establishment unlass - (B) in the case of an adusory committes established by an

(1373), Act of Congress, it duration is otheruise provided for by law.” The OLC stated, “As the Administrator of Vaterans Affairs suggested, bacause the
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Sorting the column can help the user to find an item in the list more efficiently.  By clicking on the underlined column headings (Agency Name or Abbreviation or Web Site) the user can order the display by that column.  The first click sorts in ascending (A-Z or low to high) order.  Following clicks reverse the previous order.  Ascending becomes descending (Z-A and high to low).  The columns above were sorted by Abbreviation in reverse order.

Selecting an Agency and Drilling Down to a Committee List 
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After an agency has been selected, the user can drill down to the next level (i.e., from agencies down to a list of the agency’s committees) by clicking on the hyperlinked text (in this case, the agency name).  On a web page, text is hyperlinked if it is underlined.  Hyperlinked text is a different color than the remaining displayed text.  The cursor will change from an Arrow to a Hand when the cursor is positioned over hyperlinked text.

The Committee List page has three report links:

Performance Measures (ACR) Totals,

Agency Totals, and

All Annual reports.
Performance Measures
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Clicking the Performance Measures Totals link displays the Performance Measures report.  The agency level report is the same design as the government level report but limited to the specific agency.  Since Performance Measure data was not collected for this system before 2003, selecting an earlier year will not produce a report.
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In the event that a report is requested by a user about an agency where no performance measure data has yet been entered for the current year, the report is limited to a statement of that fact.

Agency Totals
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The Agency Totals hyperlink provides the same kind of information to the agency that GOV Totals provided to the government as a whole, the data items of interest and concern to Congress for the first 26 years of the FACA Annual Reports.
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All Annual Reports
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The All Annual Reports hyperlink provides a quick way to display and print all of the Annual Comprehensive Review information for the selected agency for the selected year.

Selecting a Committee
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To select a specific committee, the user clicks on the hyperlinked committee name (the underlined committee name).  This selection will take the user to the Committee Menu page for that committee.  Note in the screenshot to the right that the data is from FY2005 and that the CMO has verified the completeness and accuracy of the data provided.
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The hyperlinks on the Committee Menu page group the information about the committee into related units.  Information reported at least annually is grouped in the left column of buttons and agency information relative to the committee is grouped in the right column of buttons.  The Committee Menu page hyperlinks are

· General Info,

· Agency Recommendations,

· Reports,

· Meetings,

· Costs,

· Justifications,

· Members,

· Sub-Committees,

· Performance Measures,

· Committee Report,

· DFO Info,

· GFO Info,

· CMO Info,

· Committee Decision Maker,

· View Charter,

· Web Site, and

· Participant Logon.

The General Information Page
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The General Info hyperlink displays the General Info page.  Most of the information on the General Info page doesn’t change from year to year, other than the current charter date and the dates a committee is renewed or terminated.  The committee name, function, and authority under which the committee was established tend to remain the same for the life of the committee.   The links on the General Info page under the Committee Name are to facilitate movement and data entry to the rest of the information pages without having to return each time to the Committee Menu page.
The Agency Recommendations Page

[image: image56.png]=lolx|

Bl Edt Vew Favortes ook Hep | &
Qe - ) - %] 1) | Pseasn Sferaois @] 0- - B - JH B
Aderess [[2] htps: fuwms. fido.govFacadatabase]_message.asp B ERE

CGoogle oo f @ B+ | 13 oookmarks~ 2~ [Diropups oy | 9 chosk v Aok« il [ sendtow ) O settings
FACA Datiase atFIDO GOV ” " |

Matches found for - Animal Sciences and Husbandsy,Air Traffic,

California Desent District Advisory Couneil — 1784
Cultural Diversity Advisory Commitiee — 10711

S — n"s;namnmauyrmu

NI

[ rcpsjwwwn .o acadatabasecommttesHent.asp7cno=1071 16FY=2007 [ [ [5[® e




The Agency Recommendations hyperlink on the Committee Menu page and the Agency Recommendations link on the General Info page display the Agency Recommendations page.  The Agency Recommendations page is sometimes misinterpreted.  It does not report the committee recommendations to the government official it advises.  This page actually reports the agency’s recommendations regarding the continued usefulness of the committee.  The advisory committee’s recommendations to the federal official asking for the advisory committee’s advice were not reported in the Comprehensive Annual Reviews (ACRs) of the past.  However, they are a vital part of an advisory committee’s ACRs now and will continue to be a vital part in the future.
The Reports List and Form Pages
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The Reports hyperlink on the Committee Menu page and the Reports link on the Agency Recommendations page display the Reports page.  The Reports page is a list of reports.  When a list is shown, the user can drill down to see if further detail is available with either the View link on the left side of the report list.
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The detail on the individual Reports form page might not display any more information than the user had available while looking at the report list. However, the system does support the capture and display of committee reports if the DFOs choose to provide them here online rather than requiring a request at their office.  If the DFO does upload the reports to the FACADatabase web site, the View Reports at FACA Website hyperlink will display the files as further links.  Some committees also maintain their own web sites and provide access to reports at that site.
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The Meetings List and Form Pages
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Either the Meetings hyperlink from the Committee Menu page or the Meetings link from the Reports page displays the Meetings page.  Like the Reports (list) page, the Meetings page is a list page.  The user can drill down to the Meetings form page with the View link on the left side of the meetings list.
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The Meetings (form) page has included the notation of a purpose and location for the meeting from 2002 forward.  The DFOs can upload the meeting minutes for display on the online system if they wish or if they do not have the resources to have the minutes available on their own web sites.

The Costs Page
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By clicking the Costs hyperlink from either the Committee Menu page or the navigation button from the Meetings page, the user displays the Costs page.  A common misunderstanding of Advisory Committee costs derived from the fact that the costs are usually paid out of an agency’s annual appropriation and are not a separate line item in the agency’s budget.  Committees set up by the Congress or the President may have their own budgets, but the costs for most advisory committees are taken from other agency programs.  The returns from the advice provided are expected to justify the funds lost to other activities.

The Justifications Page
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By using either the Justifications link from the Costs page or the Justifications hyperlink from the Committee Menu page, the user displays the Justifications page.  The Justifications reflect the agency’s reasons for creating and continuing to utilize the advisory committee.
The Members List and Form Pages
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The user clicks the Members hyperlink from either the Committee Menu page or the Justifications page to display the Members page.  From the Members page, the user clicks the View link to the left of the member’s name to view the member’s detailed data.  Like the Reports and Meetings pages discussed previously, the Members page is a list page.
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Internet Pages are usually arranged with the most important and/or used information at the top and left of the screen display to try to minimize the need to scroll.  In the early years of this system, the agencies were not required to provide all of the information found on the Members form page.
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The data requirements have changed and grown over the years, usually at the behest of congress or the current administration.  For instance, the Member Designation field was added as a data collection requirement in 2005.  The need for this data became an issue as the result of an audit of the committee member appointment process performed by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) at the request of congress.
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The Appointment Start Date and Appointment Stop Date were added in 1997 for clarity and convenience.  The Annual Report, prepared from 1972 through 1978, required that everyone who served during the year be listed.  The Annual Comprehensive Review (ACR), which has always served as the statutory basis for data collection by the Secretariat, continues to collect similar information.  Listing all the members that serve in a single year could be misleading, because, often, a committee might have 15 members required in the charter, but some members serve only part of the year and then are replaced for the remainder of the year by someone else.  When everyone is listed the count of the members of a 15-member committee could easily be any number between 15 and 30.  The Appointment Start and Stop dates add clarity to whom served when, especially when two terms overlap the same report year.  The other appointment information collected helps help assure the law’s requirement that committee membership be balanced.
The user can return to the Committee Menu page from the Member form page by clicking the “Up” hyperlink.  The user can return to the Members list page from the Member form page by clicking the Return button.  As an alternative, the user can return directly to the Committee Menu page with the Committee Menu link below the Committee Name.

SubCommittees
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The SubCommittees hyperlink is available for those committees that want to report the committee’s subcommittees and/or break out the data for Reports, Meetings, Costs, and Members among subcommittees.  Breaking out the distribution of committee costs and members, and reporting meetings and individual reports by subcommittees is not required in this system, because that data is not required by the current FACA regulation.  Subcommittees normally bring all of their work to the parent committee for review and the parent committee’s understanding and approval and/or further development.  The chartered parent committee advises the federal government, not the subcommittee.  However, sometimes the DFO wants to break out the distribution of cost and effort by the subcommittees’ work.  In those cases the hyperlinks, navigation buttons, and data entry pages function for the subcommittee just the same as those already described at the committee level.  The data from the subcommittee pages is combined with the data from the parent committee pages to produce a single summary report.
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When the user clicks the SubCommittees link in those cases where the committee has either not established subcommittees or the agency and/or committee have opted to not break out or report subcommittee data, the adjoining screen is displayed.  This is considered perfectly acceptable under FACA and the GSA Final Rule since all subcommittee activity is supposed to be subsumed in the committee reporting anyway.

Performance Measures
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While performance measures have always been a behind-the-scenes part of effective advisory committee work, a reporting page on some specific Performance Measures was added for the first time in FY 2003.  The user gets to the Performance Measures page by clicking on the hyperlink Performance Measures found on the Committee Menu page or by the quick navigation link found at the top of the other committee information pages. 
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The data fields on the Performance Measure page are all required fields, but the user has to use some judgment about whether and how the questions apply.  The data and answers are carried forward from the previous year, so after the first year of a committee’s life, the process is one of making sure the entries are accurate for the committee in the current Fiscal Year.  Because the Performance Measures page utilizes so many Comments fields to explain the “Other” options, displaying the contents can require significant scrolling.

The Narrative Description asked the DFO to illustrate how the committee supports the agency's mission and its strategic plan.

The Program Outcomes section supplies some typical, expected outcomes.  The DFO answered Yes or No to all the provided outcomes that applied and was asked to provide an explanation in the Comments field, if “Other” was among the selected outcomes.
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T oren This ftam is required. Each masting should be lsted on  separate enty. Each entry includes a
List all other actiiies the agency decides to include in tis report g, eleclion of whetherihe meeting was Open, Closed, or Partially Closed. The NIA opion i
Site vists, nformation-authening ot tesestch sassions, sic, by wsing N/ U5ed 0 12port an activity hat s not an offcal meeting and is not counted forthe meeting totas.
e Open Or Closed el dbeve and by sading an explanstionto |l formal committze and subcommites meetings held under secton 10 of FACA should be
et included and listed, each on a separate record
The program praduces 3 ttal count of the meetings by caunting the number of records.
1fmore than one meeting is held on the same date, a separate ecord should be creatediused for
each separate mesting
The totsl numbar of maetings réportad should equal the mestings announced (snd not
subsaquently canceled) inthe Federa) Registerand any other vanues approved fo meating
notices in the future,

DT EL L G/16/2001 [ The system can lstthe mestings antered in Thi e i required. The date the meeting stanad (te fime is not nacessan). .. 06672005
st order.

Meeting Stop Date ERIZETNm Thi e i required. The date the maeting endad (the fime is not necessan). .. 0SMEI2005.
e Both the Stat Date and Stop Dates are necessary to detarmin the length of the mestings.

Location Thi ier i required. T datail n the Location field should ba cansistantvith agency guidance.

Furpose A joint meeting of all Census Advisory Committses to This ftam is required. The datai n the Purpose feld should be consistent with agency guidance.  —I
discuss the Census Bureaus recommendation on Census
2000 Adjustment,

View Minutes At o) Thi e iz notraquired t be sddad o the database anline. I the commities posts the minutes

uhftpg in | On 2 1eb site, enterthe web site address of the minutes here as displayed in the example
Another Website fThetURLtnynuvs\teshnmdheentevsdw\ththe I o enean e
ront

_\/\ew All Meeting Documents on FACA Website

[@ore

Ifthe minutes of other documents are uploaded to this system, the FACA Database, the program
willprovide a lsting here

RN

Internet




The Cost Savings section asked the DFO to make a ball-park estimate on the cost savings to the agency over the life of the committee through the end of the reported fiscal year.  This is often a difficult question for the DFO to answer for any number of reasons.  For example, this data was not even requested before FY 2003 and some committees were decades old at that point in time.  The DFO was asked to select the single most appropriate answer or range and add any necessary explanatory detail in the Comments Box regarding the criteria used to arrive at the figure.  Given the circumstances of DFO turnover, frequent administration changes, and agency reorganizations, these numbers were not expected to be hard figures based on hard data, but more in the spirit of well-informed guesstimates.  If the DFO did not feel that any figure would withstand minimal scrutiny or question, the proper response would appropriately be Unable to Determine.  On the other hand, if the committee has existed for decades and was known to have made a significant contribution in cost savings, but there is no way to calculate how much, the directions urge the DFO to simply say that in the Comments Box.
The Committee Recommendations Sections
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Commitiee Menu Generslinfo Agency Recommendations [Reports Meetings Costs Justifications Members Performance Measures

Note: The value
of Federal Staff
Support is
normally
equivalent to
Payments to
Federal Staff

The Current FY is the fiscal year baing réportd. The costs should ba in whals dollars. Plesss complte

Current FY each item and do not use either decimals, orthe letters K forthousands, M for millions, NA for ot
Auailable, orleave the entry feld blank.f the amount for a ild i 0 (zero). enter 3 0

Thi iem is required i funds are spent n this category and represants the valus of any manies given by the

Govemment to any advizory committas memberho s not 3 Federsl employes and who iz not 3 conzutant,

where he manies are notreimburzemant for tavel expenza:.

Payments to Non-Federal Members %0

Fayments to Federal Members Thi iem is requited i funds are spent n his category and represents the valus of any monies paid by the

Govemment to any advizory commitae memberwho i 3 Fadaral smployee. The amount may simply be
their salaies including benefts) for he days they attended committee mestings of othemise worked on
committee actvty. In the fae situation where the Federal member s on leave fiom thelr Federal
tesponsibiliyto work on advisory committee acthty, the amount reported should be the combination of their
Salary (including benefits) and any additional monias paid by the offce sponsoring the advisory commitiee,
where he manies are notreimburzement for avel expensa:.

This tem is required ifunds are spent in his category and represents the value of any monies paidto any v
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Internet v




For most committees, the Number of Recommendations section reflects a value that is the total of the separate and distinct recommendations conveyed formally to the decision maker "using" the committee for the entire life of the committee.  For certain committees, like Special Emphasis Panels, however, which make grant and research recommendations on a Fiscal Year basis, the Recommendations issue is more appropriately explored in the Grants section below.  Explanatory detail should be provided in the Number of recommendations Comments Box found above.

The Percentage of Recommendations Fully Implemented section delineates, to the extent known by the DFO, the cumulative total percentage of the formally conveyed recommendations that have been fully implemented by the agency over the life of the committee thus far.  Clarifications and explanations are expected to be included in the Percent of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments Box.
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IMPORTANT: Show the effect of Committee reports, advice or recommendations on
Agency operations. Be as specific as possible and include workload indicators as
appropriate.

The Committze assessed the mplementation of Census 2000 operations and programs by conducting onsite field  This tam iz requied. Whan the
evaluations of census operations thioughout the country. Their Input provided valuable frst-hand assessments to committee was fist established,
Gensus fanagers. Committss merbers have paticipated In nUerous coMMUNIty actvies acioss the nation In [ *F2rée s » otementof
Support of Census 2000, including participating in regional outreach activities, providing presentations at national e s Rt
RERRTPREN conterences, sponsoring fairs an kick-off everts, disseminating Census posters, tee-shirts and caps, a5 well as Subsequent reviews, s esponse

numerous other activites. The Commite provided invaluable Imput t the paid advertising campaign recommending  *heuld b & sttement of hon the

specific strategies to reach English-speaking Latinos. Committee members reviewed and provided substantive s

comments an Census 2000 outreach materials relating to language translations and literacy. The Committee has

requested that various companents of the Gensus 2000 language program be evaluated Including assessment of

English/Spanish duak-response households. Committze mermbers participated in discussions with Census managers on

immigration trends and the foreign-bom population. The Committee participated in teleconference calls on key decennial

issues and paticipated in working groups to faciltate the U.S. Census Burgaus progress on Census 2000 milestones.

Gommittee members participated in census evaluations of race and ethnic data providing input on survey design and

methodology. Committze members have participated in ongaing discussions on the American Community Survey,

providing a variety of recommentations on how this Soon to be annual survey can obtain optimal minority participation

RN

Internet




The Percentage of Recommendations Partially Implemented section explains, again to the extent known by the DFO, the cumulative percentage of the formally conveyed recommendations that have been partially implemented over the life of the committee thus far.  Clarifications and explanations should be included in the Percent of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments Box. 

The Agency Feedback about Recommendations section required selecting a Yes, No, or Not Applicable.  If the response was "No" or "Not Applicable", the DFO was asked to explain in the No Feedback Comment Box why feedback was not considered necessary.  If the response was Yes, he or she was asked to explain in the Yes, We Provide Feedback Comment Box how the feedback was provided. 
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Shaw. First | Prev | Next | Last

FirstName LastName MemberDesignation RepresentedGroup OccupationOrAffliation StariDate EndDate  Chairperson AppointmentType AppointmeniTerm PayPlan P:

View Maiss  Demeo  Notrequireduatl  Notsequieduntdl Vice Chai, Decenial  7/15/1599 5302002 Mo Other NoFied Tam  None N
Fius Fius Coneus Advisory
Comnittee Ex-offiio
membes)
View Susans  Gomez  Notrequireduatil  Notseqied until Assistant Disector, Civil 5/23/2000 12/31/2003 Mo Other NoFied Tem  None N
Fius Fius Rights Departmert, AFL-
co
ViewMais  Romen  Notrequiredvatl  Notsequieduntl Special Assistest,  11/1/1597 12/31/2003 o Other MoFied T Nome Mo
Fius Fius Govemmor George Patak,
Mo Yotk
Vieworgs  Chapa  Notrequireduntl  Notsequied untl ProfessouDisector, Laino{1/1/1594 12/31/2002 No Other MoFied T Nome NN
Fius Fius Studies, Indiana
Univesity
View Aleen  Luosro  Notrequireduntil  Notsequied untl Associate Professor, 117171594, 12/31/2002 Yes Other MoFied T Nome NN
Fius Fius Department of Socislogy
and Anthropology
Viewjohn  Gueia  Notequiredval  Notsequieduitl University of Arzons  11/1/1994 12/31/2002 o Other MoFied T Nome NN
Fins Fins
View Anthony Chavez, Notrequireduntil  Notrequired until attomey 11/1/1994 12/31/2002 No Other No Fixed Term None N,
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The Actions the Agency Has Taken section required that the DFO select Yes or No for all the actions that applied.  If the response to the "Other" field was "Yes", an explanation in the Comments field was requested.
The Grant Review Section
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Members Performance Measures

Please provide a narrafive description of how the committee supports the agency's mission and
its strategic plan.

‘The Commitiee supports the Environment Business Function of the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers Civil Works Strategic Plan

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee? Select all that
apply.

I™ Improvements to health or safety

W Trust in government

I™ Major policy changes

I™ Advance in scientific research

I™ Effective grant making

W Tmproved service delivery

W Tncreased customer safisfaction

W Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements
I™ Other. Please explain in comments

Comments
NA

<

[T [ [ D@





Some committees are engaged in grant review.  When that is so, the Engaged in Review for Grants section required the DFO to select "Yes" in response to the question.
If Yes was selected, then
the DFO was asked to provide an Estimated Number of the Grant Requests Reviewed, and
provide an Estimated Number of the grants the Committee recommended for approval, and
provide an Estimated Dollar Value of the grants recommended for approval.

Finally, the DFO was asked to add any helpful explanations in Grants Review Comments.
The Access to Committee Information Section
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T Major policy changes
I™ Advance in scientific research

I™ Effective grant making

Tmproved service delivery

Increased customer safisfaction

Tmplementation of laws or regulatory requirements
I™ Other. Please explain in comments

Comments
NA

Wihat are the cost savings associated with this commitee?

© None

@ Unable to Determine

© < $100,000

€ $100,001 - $500,000

€ $500,001 - $1,000,000

€ $1,000,001 - $5,000,000
€ $5,000,001 - $10,000,000
€ >$10,000,001

Comments
A

What i the approzimate Number of recommendations produced by the commitee for the lfe of the commitee?



The Access to Committee Information and Documentation section required the DFO to select Yes or No from the selections for all the methods stated that applied.  If the response to "Other" was "Yes", the DFO was asked to provide an explanation in the Comments Box. 
All the questions for the Performance Measures part of the ACR required a response, all the Comment boxes were asked to be utilized, and information about the data provider was included at the bottom of the page.
Committee Report
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Wihat i the approximate Number of recommendations produced by the
commitee for the lfe of the commitee?

Comments
Committee requested approval for their two year work plan.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been
o will be Fully implemented by the agency?

[100 %

Comments
Committee requested approval for their two year work plan and approval was
granted

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been
or will be Partially implemented by the agency?

| —

Comments
A

Does the agency provids the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?

3 —_—

T [ [ [B® e




The Committee Report hyperlink displays a printable report specific to the selected committee and includes all of the year’s summary information except for the information on the Performance Measures page/report.  This is so because the two reports were developed at different times for different purposes.  The Committee Report continues to display question numbers linking the data to the questions asked by Annual Report process up through FY 1998.

Designated Federal Official (DFO) Information
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What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been
or will be Partially implemented by the agency?

| —

Comments
A

Does the agency provids the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?

& Yes CNo C Mot Applicable
I your answer is No or Not Applicable,

Please explain why your agency does not provide feedback.
N4

Ifyour answer is e,

How does the agency provide this feedback?
‘The agency provides feedback at each meeting

Wihat other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committees advice or
recommendation? Select al that apply.

I™ Reorganized prioiiies

™ Reallocated resources
s I e
TT T T B®mnens





The DFO Info hyperlink displays the DFO Information page, the information screen for the Designated Federal Official assigned to the advisory committee.

The DFO assigned to maintain the committee information updates the information on the DFO Information page during the reporting year.  The CMO can update this information as well, although the DFO cannot update the CMO information.
The user can return to the Committee Menu page by using the Up hyperlink.

Group Federal Official (GFO) Information

[image: image81.png]Ele Edt Vew Favortes Toos tep | &
Qe - © - x] @) B Do Jormemes @[3 1L 7
‘ddress [] hitps:jwn. fido.govifacadetabasefacrform. asptype=RO. B ERE

Google

oo b D B | P sookmater » () sotingee

Wihat other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committees advice or
recommendation? Select al that apply.

I™ Reorganized prioiiies

I™ Reallocated resources

W Tssued new regulations

I™ Proposed legislation

I™ Approved grants or ofher payments
I™ Other. Please explain in comments

Comments
Four draft regulations were issued in partial response to Commitiee

recommendaions regarding peer review, collaborative problem solving and
public involvement

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
CYes @ Mo

Ifyour answer is e,

What i the estimated Number of grants reviewed for approval?

—

ot isthe estnsed Nansher oforants recommended o anere? _';I
>

T [ [ [B® e

‘




If a GFO Info hyperlink is visible, clicking the link displays the GFO Information page, which has information specific to the Group Federal Officer(s).  This is a name that you will not find in the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA).  Some larger agencies have enough committees that they form subsets of the committees as specially named groups with a group coordinator assigned to each group, hence, the GFO.  The Department of the Interior has all the advisory committees to the National Park Service in a group, all of the advisory committees to the Bureau of Land Management in a second group, etc., etc.  But not all of the advisory committees to the Department of the Interior are in groups.  The GFO Info hyperlink is only visible when a group coordinator is involved.  To complicate matters, sometimes a committee is in more than one group.
Committee Management Officer (CMO) Information
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Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
O Yes @ No
Ifyour answer is e,

What i the estimated Number of grants reviewed for approval?

Wihat i the estimated Number of grants recommended for approval?

Wihat i the estimated Dollar Value of grants recommended for approval?

A

How s access provided to the information for the Committee documentation? Select al that apply.

Contact DFO
Ouline Agency Web Site
Online Committee Web Site





The CMO Info link displays the CMO Information page when clicked.  There is always a Committee Management Officer (CMO) for every agency with an advisory committee, just as there is always a Designated Federal Official (DFO) for each advisory committee.  The contents of the E-Mail Address field plays an important part in the workflow process of this system, since e-mails are sent to this address alerting the CMO of changes made to the committee data.

The user returns to the Committee Menu page via the Up hyperlink.

Committee Decision Maker

[image: image83.png]What i the estimated Number of grants reviewed for approval?

Wihat i the estimated Number of grants recommended for approval?

Wihat i the estimated Dollar Value of grants recommended for approval?

A

How s access provided to the information for the Committee documentation? Select al that apply.

Contact DFO
Ouline Agency Web Site
Online Committee Web Site
Oline GSA FACA Web Site

I™ Publications

I™ Other. Please explain in comments

Comments
A

Last Changedby: arla-Jo Bormecell, markjo bomuceslli@us amy il 103-602-6258



Most committees exist to provide advice to a federal official.  This page is designed to capture the contact information of the person who decides to use or not use the committee’s recommendations.

View Charter
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The View Charter hyperlink displays the committee’s current Charter.  Either the agency or the Committee Management Secretariat has uploaded the charter to the online storage system.  For some older charters, which exist only in hard copy, the document has been scanned into a readable .pdf format and uploaded to the system (not all committee charters require renewal and some date back to the Whiskey Rebellion).  Returning from the View Charter screen to the Committee Menu page is one of the few times that it is appropriate to click the browser back button. 

The user returns to the Committee Menu page with the Up hyperlink.

Committee Web Site
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First Name Maria The e vt requred. The s e
Widdio Name OF I T e et requied. The 0

Last Name: Abshar Tl guied Theolhe GHO bt Whi e 1o (o1 s, b Pre . Fiat aame, Widdle e 3 Sffs oo b it

Titto: omo Thi e s required Thiscan b the e v, orwilhes o e r can bn s CHO.
T (207 690-6625 T e s required. Any format sy be veed

N 024011945 Thi tem s rsuied. Ao format b v

IR - o absher@hhs.gov  Theiem s required

‘Agency URL: Tt et required bt e
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If the Committee Menu page displays a Web Site hyperlink, the page is linked directly to a web site for either the advisory committee or the advisory committee’s agency.  Some agencies and some committees place their charters, reports, minutes, committee activities and meeting dates, etc. directly on their own web site.  If the user has jumped to the web site and wishes to return to the tracking system, the user clicks the web browser’s back button.  If the user has browsed deeply into the agency’s or committee’s web site, it may be necessary to click Go Back many, many times to return to the FACADatabase Online System.

Participant Logon

At the beginning of FY 2003, the Committee Management Secretariat, EPA, and VA funded work performed by Gallup, Inc. to survey the advisory committee experience of committee members participating during FY 2002.  This activity was undertaken to establish a useful baseline for Performance Measures for Advisory Committees.  The Participant Logon provides a means for committee members to access the reports generated by that survey.  Committee members entitled to see the survey results could expect to receive directions from their Designated Federal Officials (DFOs) on how to access this information online.

The Database Search
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The Database Search button displays the Database Search page.  To see all the options available to refine a query or fine-tune a search it is necessary to scroll down to the bottom of the page.  The Database Search feature allows the user to pose a query to the database and get the response back as a web page.
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A typical inquiry as shown by the selections above and right could be “Give me all the committees in 1999 that were chartered, recommended to continue, and spending money but had no meetings and no reports.”
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The user can decide to save the search result as a spreadsheet file, an XML file (useful if you want to load the data into a database), or an ASCII file (a text file that can be used in any word processor).  The query criteria are displayed in case the user wants to refine the query further.
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In addition to a committee list, the user can opt for a member list based on the same or different query.
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If the user should decide to save the query data to a file on their own computer, doing so can be done quickly and efficiently.  Select the file type to use to analyze the query data produced above (Spreadsheet, XML, or ASCII) and the browser opens a download message box.  Click “Open” to display the response data in an Excel spreadsheet.
In the event the answer of 33 committees and 810,390 dollars make this a question worth further analysis, the user can download the data to a file on the local computer.  
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The response data set will always contain the same set of fields, but the record-set will change based upon the search criteria.  The fields returned are:

· Fiscal Year (Currently, 1997-2007.  The current active Fiscal Year will be updated continuously through the end of the calendar year.)

· Agency Abbreviation

· Agency Name

· Committee Number (GSA assigned this number when the committee was established to track the committee over its life and history)

· Committee Name

· Committee Function (generic classification of the committee concerned)

· Presidential (Reports to the President: Yes or No)

· Presidential Appointments (President appoints some members: Yes or No)
· Establishment Authority (Statutory, Presidential, Agency, or Authorized by Law.  Not all advisory committees established by the President report to the President)

· Type of Committee (Continuing from year to year or Ad Hoc [less than one year])

· Committee Status (Chartered, Terminated, Pending)

· Agency Recommendation (to continue or terminate the committee)

· Total Number of Members

· Current Charter Date (as of the year being reported)
· Date to renew Charter (as of the year being reported)
· Date to terminate committee (if stated in charter or legislation)
· Total Number of Members

· Total Number of Reports
· Number of Open Meetings

· Number of Closed Meetings (includes meetings that were partially closed)

· Total Number of Meetings

· Travel Costs (all members, consultants, and staff reported)

· Federal Staff Costs (includes applicable percentage of salary and benefits)

· Member Costs (includes Federal members)

· Consultants Costs

· Other Costs (all other costs of meetings and committee activities)

· Total Actual Costs

· Total Projected Costs (for the next fiscal year)

· Full Time Equivalent (FTE) (the number of full time staff supporting the committee)

· CMO Contact Information
· DFO Contact Information
· Date committee data was last updated (for reported year)
· Administratively Inactive (Yes or No, this field was added in 2002)
· Key information for database (Committee record)
· New Committee the year reported: Yes or No.

· Key information for database (Agency record)

To make the system useful for the largest number of users, the Database Search design quickly provides the most frequently requested data set.
The Members Search
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Since there are now as many as 65,000 citizens contributing their time to advisory committee concerns in any given year, the system would be considered vastly incomplete without a Member Search capability.  There are limitations to our member data, however, and most of those are self-imposed.  This is a publicly accessible database and the database contains no more information than the minimum the law requires.  The citizens contributing their time to the improved and effective functioning of the federal government are identified by name and occupation or affiliation.
Members Characteristics Search

The Members Characteristics Search page allows searching the Member table by any or all of the listed characteristics.  Searching all years and all agencies for members with a last name like Fussell (not an overly common name) produces the page below.  Since data is collected by Fiscal Year, and members serve for multiple years, a search like this one involving more than one year produces significant duplication.


Member Search By Agency Or Group

The Members by Agency or Group Search produces a list of committee members contributing their time to a particular agency or sub group (like the National Park Service, and within the NPS, the Alaska Region) for a particular year.  When using this feature, please remember that some groups and some agencies are very large (the Department of Health and Human Services [HHS] would have a list 30,000 members long during any single year and the National Institutes of Health, a sub group of HHS, has more than 20,000 of those committee members during the same period).  


The other kind of data set most requested from the database is a list – members, meetings, reports, etc.  Our approach here also is provide the user with a fixed data set of fields while allowing a selection of records via the most appropriate search criteria suited to our data design.  This feature is called the Download Center and it is discussed next.

The Download Center

Clicking the Download Center button displays the Download Center page.  The user can download all the data in the database except a couple of fields of data that are restricted due to privacy concerns (i.e., committee members’ e-mail addresses).  The data results are first displayed in a web page.  From there the data can be downloaded to a spreadsheet file, an XML file, or an ASCII file.  Selection criteria can be the fiscal year or the agency or group.  The user may select any single fiscal year, or all of them, by leaving the Fiscal Year criteria blank in the Choose Fiscal Year selection box.  The user can select a single agency or group, or all the agencies from the agency criteria selection box.  Once the selections are made, the user clicks the appropriate button to list the agencies or committees or members, etc., etc.  The downloaded data includes the key information that relates the tables to each other, and all downloads except the GetAgencies option includes the Agency, the Committee Number, and the Committee Name.

There are a couple of caveats.  Selecting “blank” from Choose Fiscal Years gets “All the fiscal years”, which includes selecting the current fiscal year.  Not only does this select a lot of data, there is the additional problem that the current fiscal year is usually incomplete until the end of that calendar year, and any download including the current year will likely provide incomplete and inaccurate results until then.  It is best to select a single year at a time and to avoid the current year.

There are a lot of members, so selecting all agencies and clicking on Get Members will potentially produce a huge download (603957 records now and adding 65,000 more each year).  HHS had 38,939 members in their advisory committees in 2006.

Database Information


The Database Information button displays information on the structure of the data tables stored in the system.  With the key fields in each download table identified and the relationships between the tables displayed, the data provided in these downloads can be recombined on the user’s local system for practically any kind of further analysis and reports.  There is some built in complexity since the committees and subcommittees to the committees are captured in the same data table.  It would wise for anyone wishing to rebuild the database from the downloaded tables to consult with Committee Management Secretariat regarding the primary and foreign keys in each table.  Doing so would allow researchers to confirm their understanding of the existing data relationships.
Selecting “dict” for the tblGeneralInfo displays the complete data dictionary for that table.  The same is true for any of the tables, however, not all of the tables in the database are displayed and not all of the tables are available for download from the online system.

Anyone interested in different or customized combinations of the existing data tables ranging from a single table to the entire database is urged to contact the Secretariat or a member of the web application’s support team.

The Committee Management Secretariat’s intention is to provide the user with all the data available in our system that does not intrude on public committee members’ privacy, and the means to use it as useful and relevant information.
The Annual Comprehensive Reviews

Congress determined in 1995 that, as of 1998, they would no longer require an Annual Report of the President on Federal Advisory Committees.  However, the Federal Advisory Committee Act passed in 1972 and every amendment since then has required that the Committee Management Secretariat and the agencies having advisory committees subject to the Act utilize a process referred to in the law as the “Annual Comprehensive Review”.  The Annual Comprehensive Review is an examination of the committees for usefulness, efficiency, relevance and compliance with the law’s requirements.  The means utilized by the Secretariat to conduct that annual review through 1998 was an analysis of the data collected by the “annual report” data collection process.  Since the inception and utilization of this online system, the data in this system provides the data for analysis.  While this system has matured to the point where it can now be utilized and updated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, the transition of the federal employee users from an annual data collection process to a weekly or monthly update process is still a work in progress (often a committee responsibility is in addition to other work, in government parlance, an “other duty as assigned”).  That transition is one of the reasons that there is still a period in the fall where every CMO and DFO brings the data in the system on their committee for that year to a verified state of accuracy and completeness.  We expect that fall clean-up process will continue to be the SOP for many of the DFOs in many of the agencies for some years to come.
In a similar vein, there were some sub reports in the Printed Annual Report that certain audiences still desire.  We sometimes get requests from new members of Congress for reports that previous Congresses discontinued.  To satisfy that requirement, reports that are compiled from the data, .pdf files of previously printed annual reports, and new analyses when requested and prepared, will all be gathered in this Annual Comprehensive Review section.
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